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EYTENEIZ AQPHTEX - DONATIONS - AQPEEX T e
P PHOTIOU £200, Y PONTIKIS £50, X STURT £200, K PEHIRI £70

IF'EYMA HAIKICMENQN
Kdabe mpd Tpitn tov uva oy ExkAncio pog mpooeépetatl yebo mTPog TOVg
Hlxwopévoug poc. To yedua to mpocepépovv kuping ot Kupieg g Adehpotntog,
aALG Ko dtapopot opoyeveis. Tov pva Ampidio o eayntd dev Tpocepépbnie Adym
Kopovoiov. Edv kamotog embopet vo mpoc@épet 1o yedpa va puAnoet pe v [pode-
opo k. Eleva Journet 1| pe tov Iepatikd pag [poictauevo nt. Ioone [Maiovpa.

EKAHAQXEIYX EKKAHXIAX FORTHCOMING EVENTS .
Oleg ot mpoypappoticéveg kot pun ekdniacels g Exkinoieg avapdiiovrotl péypt vemtépog. 01. lepepiog
All forthcoming events of our Church are postponed until further notice. 05. Eprin
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Aevtépa 3/5/21 Meyoropaptopog I'ewpyiov Tov Tpomarogdépov / Great-martyr George the Trophy-bearer 9.30-11.30 =
Agvtépa 3/5/21 Méyog Eonepivog Ayiov Pagani Nikordov & Eipivng 7.00-8.30pp =
Great Vespers of Sts Raphael, Nicholas & Irene ‘ cSCUMEINIC AL PA T RIARCHA T &
Tpimm 4/5/21 | Ayiov Pagoi) Nuolraov & Eipivng (Eopt Adshoitntag Kupidv Ekkineiog pag) & Mdapkov tov Evay- 9.30-12.30 ARCHDIO E OF THYATEIRA AND
veMeTo? / Sts Raphael, Nicholas & Irene (Feast of Ladies Auxiliary Committee of our Church) & Mark the = T EEK ORTHODOX C
Tetdptn 5/5/21 Ayiog Epfivng Meyolopdptupos kar E@paip Meyoropdptopog Tov Ouopatovpyod 9.30-11.30 L O S
St Irene Great-Martyr and Ephrem the Great-Martyr the Wonderworker
[Mopackevn 7/5/121 Z®0d6y0v IInyng/ Life-Giving Fount 9.30-11.30 ‘ -5 -
2apPato 8/5/21 Iowavvov Tov @gohdyov / John the Theologian 9.30-10.30
IMopackevn 21/5/21 Aviov Kovetavrivov & ELévig Tov Icamostérmv / Sts Constantine & Helen Equal-to-the-Apostles 9.30-11.30 Pa rking at Our Church
Tpitn 25/5/21 l".' sn’)p.sm'g Twiag Ks(p@»f]g Iodgvvov Tov HPOSP(’W’?’ 9.30-11.30 The parking areas at sur church are not cwned by us but are leased to us at an annual cost of £12.500 per year
Third Finding of the Precious Head of St John the Baptist As you can appreciste, being a charlty, this is a huge nancial burden on gur resources,
Tetdpm 26/5/21 Meconevnkootiic / Mid-Pentecost 9.30-11.30 PARKING T help towards this cost, we ask from the kindness of your hearts to donate just £1 every ime you use the parking
Thank d God blass,
Tépnm 27/521 Aviov Imavvov Tov Pdcou / St John the Russian 9.30-11.30 e e
Iovviog 2021 / June 2021
Tpim 1/6/21 Ayuaopéc IMpotopnviag / Holy Water service 9.30-10.00 M 4 4 Blllngual Monthly Magazme of the Greek Orthodox Communlty of the Twelve Apostles
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The Mysteries (Sacraments)

Holy Communion (Part 5)

Even Holy Scripture witnesses to the fact that the
Jews thought Jesus Christ was asking them to eat His flesh,
ending up with a number of His disciples abandoning Him,
as is related in the following passage:

fi Bam the living bread which came down from
heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live
forever; and the bread that I shall give is My
flesh, which I shall give for the life of the
world.6 The Jews therefore quarrelled among
themselves, saying, Glow can this Man give us
His flesh to eat?6 Then Jesus said to them,
Most assuredly, I say to you, unless you eat
the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His
blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats
My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life,
and I will raise him up at the last day. For My
flesh is food indeed, and My blood is drink
indeed. He who eats My flesh and drinks My
blood abides in Me, and I in him. As the living
Father sent Me, and I live because of the Fa-
ther, so he who feeds on Me will live because of
Me. This is the bread which came down from
heaven--not as your fathers ate the manna, and
are dead. He who eats this bread will live for-
ever.0 These things He said in the synagogue
as He taught in Capernaum. Therefore many
of His disciples, when they heard this, said,
OThis is a difficult saying; who can understand
it?20 When Jesus knew in Himself that His dis-
ciples complained about this, He said to them,
@oes this offend you?d @John 6:51-61)

If you look closely at the above passage, you see
that Jesus Christ does not try to correct the thoughts of the
Jews on this matter or even His disciples. Jesus Christ was
certainly not the sort of person who would not set the rec-
ord straight on a matter, especially in His dealings with the
Jewish Scribes, Pharisees or Sadducees. In this very same
chapter of St John& Gospel we see in verse 66, fiFrom
that time many of His disciples went away [Literally Go
the back0 in original Greek text @s ta opisod hnd walked
with Him no more.0 This shows that a number of disci-
ples abandoned Him, therefore they rejected Jesus Christ&
teaching on the sacramental eating of His Body and drink-
ing of His Blood and so walked &with Him no mored
Jesus Christ even said to His twelve disciples, Ao you
also want to go away?06(St John 6:67) due to the fact that
many of His other disciples (not the main twelve) aban-
doned Him. This shows that He wasn@ intending to retract
His statement about eating His Body and drinking His

Blood. Also, the Greek word for Gatdused in the above

passage is @ro-gond and is the action of crunching the

food. This implies a physical action and has no spiritual
interpretation, as many Protestants believe.

What do the Scriptures teach concerning the Eucha-
rist
1. Jesus said, fiThis is My body ... this is My

blood0 (Luke 22:19, 20). There is never a statement

that these gifts merely symbolise His Body and

Blood. Critics have charged that Jesus also said of

Himself, Al am the dooro (John 10:7), and He cer-

tainly is not a seven-foot wooden plank. The flaw in

that argument is obvious: at no time has the Church
ever believed He was a literal door. But she has
always believed the consecrated gifts of bread and
wine are truly His Body and Blood.

2. In the New Testament, those who received Christ&
Body and Blood unworthily are said to bring con-
demnation upon themselves. fiFor this reason
many are weak and sick among you, and many
sleepO (literally, fiare deado; 1 Corinthians 11:30).
A mere symbol, a quarterly reminder, could hardly
have the power to cause sickness and death!

3. Historically, from the New Testament days on, the
central act of worship, the new apex of spiritual
sacrifice, took place fion the first day of the week,
when the disciples came together to break
breado (Acts 20:7). The Eucharist has always been
that supreme act of thanksgiving and praise to God
in His Church.

The bread and wine do not change into the body
and blood of Jesus Christ until the blessing and thanksgiv-
ing has been completed. This happens at every Divine Lit-
urgy. fiWe praise Thee, we bless Thee, we give thanks to
Thee, O Lord, and we pray to Thee, O our God0. While
the choir sings the above hymn, the priest prays for the
descent of the Holy Spirit, who transforms the elements on
the altar into the body and blood of Christ.

fiMost assuredly, I say to you, unless you eat the
flesh of the Son of man and drink His blood, you have
no life in you... For My flesh is food indeed, and My
blood is drink indeed0 (John 6:53, 55).

XPIETOX ANEXTH! AAHOQX ANEXTH!
CHRIST IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED!

(To Be Continuedé )

A Moblekop BN Online Bookig ive Broadeest
Q' E’:ﬂl Diownload our app for your modile Make your boaking for a wedding or @ Watch our v broadcast on yaur
L? davice and watch our five broadcast, baptism anlinz, . computer arywhere in the world.
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