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O Ayiog [lMpokdniog

O Ayiog Mpokdniog, éCnoe kai peyd-
Awoe omnv lepoucalip 1a xpdvia nou aurto-
kpdropag Twv Pwpaiwv frav o AiokAntiavdg
(290 p.X). O narépag 10U, 0 XpicToPdpog,
Arav euoeBig dvBpwnog, oe aviiBeon pe Tnv
pntépa tou, v Ocobooia, nou nicteue ora
eibwha.

Meté tov Bdvaro tou narépa Ttou, n
pnTépa Tou TOv MAYE OTOV autokpdropd, o
onoiog Tov €kave nygpdva Tng néAng Twv
Ahefavbpéwv kal Tou €dwoe eviohi va kara-
8ioker kar va Baocaviler Toug xpioTiavoig.
Erol o Mpokdniog Eekivnoe yia v Ake€dv-
Speia.

Kard v nopeia tou Spwg, Eapvikd
dpxicav va né@rouv actpanég kai Bpoviég
Kal Tautéxpova dKouoe PWVA va Tov Kahei
pe 10 Svopd Tou, nou Tov anelloloe pE
Bdvaro eneibA Ba karebiwke TOUG xXpIOTIO-
volg kal Tautéxpova kai Tov AAnBivé ©ed.

Merd and auté 10 yeyovdg o [Mpokd-
nog napakdAece Ekeivov nou Ttou piloldoe
va Tou @avepwBei nepiocdrepo yia va Se
noiog eival. Tdére epgaviotnke pnpootd Tou
évag Ltaupog and kpUoTalo Kal akoUoTnke
pia @ovi va tou Me: «Ey® elpar O
‘Ecraupwpévog Yidg 100 ©Oeodd. Merd and

auté 1o Baldpa nicteuce kar éyive xpiotia-
vog.

Aiyo apydrepa emotpépoviag  and
VIKn@Spa anootold, n untépa Tou npoondBn-
oe va Tov neioel va Buoidoel ota eidwla.
KaréhaBe Spwg 61 eixe yiver xpiotiavég kai
tov npédwoe otov autokpdropa. Ekeivog
8iérale 1ov nyepdva tng Kaiodpeiag Oulkio
va Ttov avakpivel. Autdg Tov xrinnoe noAy
péxpl AinoBupiag kar perd tov ékheice otnv

puiakn. Me tnv xdpn T1ou Kupiou Spwg ol

n\nyég  enouldBnkav  kai  aneleuBepdBnke
andé 1a Seopd.

Zin ouvéxela obnyrBnke otov vad
Tov eilddAwv Sénou pe TNV npooceuxni  Tou

kardpepe kal ouvérpiye Ta eidwha. To Bai-
Ma autd eixe wg anotéAeopa va MioTEGoOUV
o' autév noMoi avdpeoa Ttoug kai n pntépa
Tou. Apéowg 840nke evioAd va anokeqaki-
otolv éhoi boor eixav miotedoel. Merd and
autd, 86Bnke eviod va yivouv @pikid Baoca-
viotApia otov [pokdnio. O Ayiog unépeve
pe ndpa noAd peydAn kaprepia SAa autd kai
pdNiota katdpepve va T1a Lemepvd pe Tnv
BonBeia Tou Oeol. Téhog 84Bnke evioAd va
Tov anoke@alicouv kai érol  napéhaBe To
ote@dvi ng aiwviou (wAg.

H Ayia pag EkkAnoia 1ipd v pvipn
tou ong 8 louhiou ekdotou €roug.

KHAEIEZ: Tov pnva lodvio ewadhel
n €£66i10g AkohouBia Twv aelpvA-

oTWV

1. Mapiag MatBaiou.

2. MavteAn Kaodnn.

3. Aoukd Aouka.

4.  Avbpé€ou ZTENOU.

5. AnpnTpag (Mary) Vivier.
Aicwovia Toug n pvipn!
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The Mysteries (Sacraments) - Chrismation (Part 1)

Biblical passages:

“He [Jesus] will baptise you with the Holy Spir-
it” (Matthew 3:11)

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of wa-
ter and the Spirit [ie. Water = Baptism and Spirit = Chris-
mation], he cannot enter the kingdom of God” (John 3:5)

“Repent, and let every one of you be baptised in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38)

“Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and
has anointed [in Greek ‘hrisas’ which is the root of the word
‘chrism’] us is God, who also has sealed us and given us the
Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.” (2 Corinthians 1:21-22)

“But you have an anointing [in Greek ‘hrisma’ which
is the root of the word ‘chrism’ which is Holy Oil] from the
Holy One, and you know all things.” (1 John 2:20)

“But the anointing [in Greek ‘hrisma’ which is the
root of the word ‘chrism’] which you have received from Him
abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you;
but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things,
and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you
will abide in Him.” (1 John 2:27)

Visible sign(s):
Anointing with Holy Oil (Chrism) and Priest laying his hand
on the head of person being baptised

Purpose:

® To unite the person to “The Body of Christ” (that is, the
Church) (see Acts 8:14-17, Acts 19:1-7).

® To be reborn into a new person in Christ (see John 3:5,
Romans 8:9, 1 Corinthians 6:17, 1 Corinthians 12:13, Galatians
4:6-7).

®  To receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit (see Acts 2:38).

® To open the door of salvation and eternal life to a person
(see Mark 16:16, John 3:5, Titus 3:5, 1 Peter 3:21).

This sacrament is done in imitation to Christ who was
Baptised in the Jordan by St John the Baptist and the Holy Spirit
descended upon Him in the form of a dove (Luke 3:22). When
you are baptised in the Orthodox Church, Chrismation is done
immediately after baptism unlike in the Western Churches
which do this a number of years later. This is why the act of
baptising a child is called a christening in the Western Churches
because they are not a full member of the church. In the Ortho-
dox Church, you are made a full member of the Body of Christ
whether you are a child or adult, so we do not do christenings
but baptisms.

The act of Chrismation is to give the person being joined
to the Orthodox Church the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. It is second
of the Sacraments (Mysteries) with which we receive the seal of
the Holy Spirit. The word ‘Myron’ is a Greek word which

means ‘ointment’ or ‘fragrant perfume’.
The Lord Jesus Christ instituted this Sacrament when He

said: “I f anyone thirsts, | e tH ¢
who believes in Me, as the

wi || fl ow ri veBrust otfhilsi vHen gs
the Spirit, whom these bel

Holy Spirit was not yet gi ¥
f i "e(Jdhn 7:37-39). Jesus also said, “I wi || pr a
and He wildl give you anoth
y ou f olJoha V44 6).

Although it is received directly after Holy Baptism,
Holy Chrismation is a Sacrament on its own. The eightfold repe-
tition of words “the seal of the gift . . . “ in the sacrament, the
newly-baptised Christian is anointed by the priest (or bishop) on
the brow, eyes, nostrils, lips, ears, breast, back, hands, and feet
so that the Holy Spirit can dwell within them. His/her body and
soul becomes a Temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:17; 2
Corinthians 6:16). The Holy Anointing of the external body of
the newly Baptised by the Myron oil denotes anointing the pow-
er of the internal soul and its spiritual senses by the power of
Almighty God to fight the hosts of evil and its power. This is
because the Myron (Chrism Oil) is a most powerful weapon
against the devil and the best protection against sin and its se-
duction. Through this anointing you are made prophets, priests
and kings in Christ because in the Old Testament the anointing
with oil and no other substance was reserved for them and to the
Judges to endow them with particular spiritual gifts (Exodus
28:41; 1 Samuel 16:13; 1 Kings 1:39). The renowned second
and third century writer Tertullian had this to say: “After
emerging from the baptismal font, we are anointed with a
blessed oil just like the ancients were anointed for priest-
hood with the oil from the horn.” The term “anointing” indi-
cates that by the end of the first century, at least in Asia Minor,
this Mystery was performed by using a specially blessed oil.
This practice was sanctioned during Apostolic times in place of
the Bishop laying hands upon the Baptised person being con-
firmed in the Faith to receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38; Acts
8:14-17; Acts 9:2-6; Acts 19:1-7) because the Apostles and
Bishops could not be present at every place where Baptisms
occurred due to being many converts to the Faith. Therefore, the
priest would be able to anoint with this Holy Oil the Baptised
person to receive the Holy Spirit in the absence of the Apostles
or Bishops who would lay hands on them. You will be receiving
the Spirit of adoption to become a son or daughter in God’s
family (Galatians 4:6). Also, Chrismation is our confirmation of
the promises of God and the pledge of our future inheritance (2
Corinthians 5:5; Ephesians 1:13-14) where we cling in hope for
our future resurrection and our entrance into the Kingdom of
God in eternity. Only in this anointing is the rebirth of Holy
Baptism made complete, for “Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of
God” (John 3:5).

(To Be Continued...)
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Live Braadeast
Watch our live broadcast on your
computer arywhere in the world.
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Stratos Efstratiou
Chrisoula Nicolopoulos
Unit 1, The Precinct
High Road, Broxbourne
Herts, EN10 7HY
Tel: 01992 478 578

MARIO GEORGIADES AND STEVE CONSTANTINOU
Salisbury House, 81 High Street
Potters Bar, Herts, ENo 5AS
Tel: 01707 291200 Email: info@bond-financial com
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