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According to the words of St Clement of Rome (1% —
2™ century A.D.), St Ignatius of Antioch (1% — 2" century
A.D.), St Irenaeus of Lyons (2™ century A.D.), Tertullian (2™

-3 century A.D.), St Hippolytus (3™ century A.D. ) St Cyp-
rian (3™ century A.D.) and St Augustine (4™ — 5" century
A.D.), to be a Christian means to belong to the visible Church
and to submit to the hierarchy which God has placed in it. The
Church is the realisation of Christ& love and any separation
from the Church is a violation of this love, in which both here-
tics and schismatics sin equally. This is the basic thought of St
Cyprian® treatise fiOn the Unity of the Catholic Church.0
This same idea is constantly repeated in the letters of St Cyp-
rian. fiChrist granted us peace; He commanded us to be in
harmony and unanimity; He commanded that we pre-
serve, inviolably and firmly, the bond of affection and love.
Whoever violates the love of Christ by faithless dissent will
no longer belong to Christ: he who does not possess this
love does not possess God either. Those who do not desire
to be unanimous in God&® Church cannot abide with
God.0 St Irenacus Bishop of Lyons (late 2™ century A.D.)
wrote: fiwWhere the Church is, there is the Holy Spirit and
the fullness of grace.0 St John Chrysostom who wrote the
Divine Liturgy that bears his name and a great interpreter of
the Holy Scriptures revered in Eastern and Western Christen-
dom said in agreement with the above quotes of other Church
Fathers, iWe know that salvation itself is a property of the
One Church, and that no one can be outside of the catholic
Church and yet share the Faith of Christ, or be
saved...Neither do we offer any part of that hope to the
ungodly heretics, but we place them entirely outside of
that hope; indeed, they have not the least participation in
Christ, but vainly assume for themselves that saving
Name.0 (St John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople
(4th Century A.D.), Mi gne
not assume that you are a Christian and expect salvation when
you are not part of that iOne ChurchO St Basil the Great even
says that we must avoid those who pretend that they have the
correct Orthodox Christian Faith but go to churches that are
not in communion with the Orthodox Church and are stubborn
about it and states to not to call them brothers either, fiAs for
all those who pretend to confess sound Orthodox Faith,
but are in communion with people who hold a different
opinion, if they are forewarned and still remain stubborn,
you must not only not be in communion with them, but
you must not even call them brothers.0 (St Basil the Great,
Archbishop of Caesaria in Cappodocia (4th Century A.D.),
Patrol ogi a
quotes from Church Fathers warning us to not be in commun-
ion with heretics because our salvation is in danger, even if we
sell all our possessions and give them to the poor or perform
charitable acts:

fiAnother thing the blessed man taught and insisted
upon with all was never on any occasion whatsoever to
associate with heretics and, above all, never to take the
Holy Communion with them, Geven ifo the blessed man
said, you remain without communicating all your life, if
through stress of circumstances you cannot find a commu-

P . ). Therefofe,Ydu ¢aid- 5
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nity of the catholic Church. For if, having legally married
a wife in this world of the flesh, we are forbidden by God
and by the laws to desert her and be united to another
woman, even though we have to spend a long time separat-
ed from her in a distant country, and shall incur punish-
ment if we violate our vows, how then shall we, who have
been joined to God through the Orthodox faith and the
catholic Church -- as the apostle says: il espoused you to
one husband that I might present you as a pure virgin to
Christd  Cozinthians 11:2) -- how shall we escape from
sharing in that punishment which in the world to come
awaits heretics, if we defile the orthodox and holy faith by
adulterous communion with heretics?0

For &communiond he said, ¢has been so called be-
cause he who has ficommunion0 has things in common and
agrees with those with whom he has ficommuniond There-
fore I implore you earnestly, children, never to go near the
oratories of the heretics in order to communicate
there.0 @St John the Almsgiver, Patriarch of Alexandria (7th
Century AD.) [Thr ee By z anThd Lifeof Siat
John the Almsgiver0 Translators: Elizabeth Dawes & Norman
H. Baynes, St Vladimir& Seminary Press, Crestwood: 1977,
pg. 251])

With all our strength let us beware lest we receive
Communion from or give it to heretics. @Give not what is
holy to the dogs,0 says the Lord. (Neither cast ye your
pearls before swine® Jest we become partakers in their
dishonour and condemnation.0 (St John of Damascus [ A
Exact Exposition,lof)tliBg Or

fiEven if one should give away all his possessions in
the world, and yet be in communion with heresy, he can-
not be a friend of God, but is rather an enemy.0 (St Theo-
dore the Studite, Pat r ol ogi a Graeca 9

fiChrysostomos loudly declares not only heretics,
but also those who have communion with them, to be ene-
mies of God.0 (St Theodore the Studite [ Epi st | e
Theophil us]

fiGuard yourselves from soul-destroying heresy,
communion with which is alienation from Christ.0 (St The-
odore the Studite[ Pat r ol ogi a )Graeca

fiThe heretics were totally shipwrecked with regard
to the Faith; but as for the others, even if in their thinking
they did not founder, nevertheless, because of their com-
munion with heresy they are perishing.0 (St Theodore the
Studite[ Pat r ol ogi a XGraeca 99,

17, pg. 303 (ToBeContinuedé )
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