EYTENEIZ AQPHTEXZ - DONATIONS - AQPEEX
A KAKOURIS £1000. PITALIS £100. T PAPAGAPIOU £150.

ANNUAL D&D at HIGHLAND RESTAURANT
Evyopiotodpe tovg dioktiteg tov gotiatopiov Highland Restaurant oto Brox-
bourne yio v Tpoceopd tovg v Kvplaxn 4/12/11 wpog to tapeio g Exkinoi-
oG poc. Evyapiotovpe Kot 0Aovg 6GOVG TPOV HEPOS TPOGPEPOVTAG ETIOTG ODPAL
vy ta Aayeio kot dtouenuilovtag Tic emyelpnoelg tovg. To mocd mov paléyape
Eemépaoe 11 £12000. Zvyyapntpla o€ GAOVG.

XPIZETOYT'ENNIATIKO ITAZAPI XMAS BAZAAR 11th & 18th DECEMBER 2011
Evyapiotodpe v [Ipodedpo g Adelpdtrag k. Mapia Xpovia poli pe tic Kopi-
€G ™G Adelpdtntag, adldd kol OAeg Tic Kupieg g ExkAnoiag pog, mov forincav
010 £tolo Xpiotovyevvidtiko [Taldapt mov €yve tig Kuprokég 11m o 181 Agkept-
Bpiov. To mocd mov paléyave aviAbe otig £2000. Evyoapiotovpe modo.

EOPTOAQIO IANOYAPIOY

01. BaoiAelog

06. Oeopavng, dwtewr), lopdavng,
ddiog, Oupavia

07. lwéwng, Mpddpouog

11. ©eoddolog

12. Tamiawv

upe!

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
ANNUAL LADIES LUNCH

To emoto peonueptovd eayntd g Adeleottdg uog Ladies Lunch yio epétoc Oa
yiver 1o Zapparo 25/2/2012 oto Tilbury Hall (United Reformed Church), Darkes Lane,
Potters Bar, Herts EN6 1BZ ka1 dpa 12.30 - 15.30. Twun etoutnpiov £25. Zog mepipévon-

Eniong ot Kupieg g Aderpotntag kébe mpadtn [épmtn tov puniva kot dpa 12-3pp,
TPocpEPoLY aynTo v HAtkiopévev, oto ol g Exkinoiog pag.

17. Avtidviog

18. ABavdotog, Kipihog
20. EuBUpiog

21. Aywr), Md&og, Nedgutog
22. Tiuébeog, Avaotdolog
23. Ayabdyyehog

24, =éwn

25. Tpnyoplog

26. ZEVOPWV

27. XpuodoTopog

28. MoAGdloe

31. Eudota

EYXOMAXTE XE OAA TA MEAH THX KOINOTHTAX TQN AT'TQN AQAEKA AIIOXTOAQN

KAAH KAI EYAOI'HMENH THN NEA XPONIA 2012

Xpovia MoAd
oroug eoprddovreg!!

Eomepivég Zappdatou 5.00—6.00 py
Ocia Aerroupyia Kupiakig 9.30—12.30
HOLY EUCHARIST IN ENGLISH EVERY SATURDAY 9.30-10.30 am
Iavovéaprog 2012 / January 2012
Kvproxn 1/1/12 Heprropn Inood XproTod ko Basireiov Tov Meyarov / Circumcision of Jesus Christ and Basil the Great 9.30-12.30
[Tépmn 5/1/12 | Meydieg Baocrhkéc Qpeg, Méyag Eonepvoc ko Ocia Astrovpyio Meydrov Basiieiov ko Méyag Ayraopog 9.30-1.00
Royal Hours, Great Vespers of Holy Theophany and Divine Liturgy of Basil the Great and Great Blessing of Water
Mopackevry  6/1/12 Ay Ogogavera ko Méyog Ayraspog / Holy Theophany and Great Blessing of Water 9.30-1.00
2apparo 7/1/12 Xovogig Ioavvov IIpodpopov ko Bartiotod / Synaxis of John the Forerunner and Baptiser 9.30-11.30
Tpim 17/1/12 Ayiov Avteviov Tov Meydrov / St Antony the Great 9.30-11.30
Tetdptn 18/1/12 Ayiov ABavaciov Tov Meyalov matprapyov Aregavdpeiog 9.30-11.30
St Athanasios the Great the patriarch of Alexandria
ITépmtn 19/1/12 Ayiov Makapiov Tov Aryvrtiov kar Méapkov Tov Evyevikev Emokémov E@écov 9.30-11.30
St Makarios the Egyptian and Mark Evgenikos the bishop of Ephesus
Moapookevry 20/1/12 EvOQupiov Tov Meydhov / Efthymios the Great 9.30-11.30
2apparo 21/1/12 Mogipov Tov Oporoyntov / Maximos the Confessor 9.30-11.30
Tetdptn 25/1/12 I'pnyopiov Tov Ozoldyov (Eopti To0 LefusiotdTon Apyemokomov pag K.K. [pnyopiov) 9.30-11.30
Gregory the Theologian (Feast of our Archbishop Gregorios)
[Mépnm 26/1/12 ZEVOOPAVTOG 0610V KO TG 6uvodeiag owtov / Venerable Xenophon and those with him 9.30-11.30
Hopackevny 27/1/12 Avoxopdn Aswyavev Ioavvov Tov Xpucostopov / Translation of the Relics of John Chrysostom 9.30-11.30
Asnrép(x 30/1/12 Tpuav Meydrov Iepapydv Baociiciov Tov Meydi.ov Ipnyopiov tov Ocoldyov kar Ioavvov tov Xpveootouov 9.30-11.30
The Three Great Hierarchs (St Basil the Great, St John Chrysostom & St Gregory the Theologian)
DePpovaprog 2012 / February 2012
[Tépmn 2/2/12 Ynamavti Tov Kvpiov / Presentation of the Saviour in the Temple 9.30-12.00

Website: www.12apostles.co.uk, Email:

GAAHNOPO-0A40=ZH KOINOTHT A
ToON AchdAaeKa AITOGTOAGON
HeRTFORDSHIRG

lepaTikwg MNMpoioTapevog: NMpwTronpeoBuTtepog lwone MNMaAilovpag
Kentish Lane, Brookmans Park, Hatfield, Herts AL9 6NG. Tel: 01707 650147
info@12apostles.co.uk, Fax: 01707 647146
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GYIRdTaBdGi Rt OII(ONOMIEI

‘OAa ta onpeia g Oeopaveiag
anoteAovy onpeia ocvykaraBdoewg tou
oapkopévou Yot kat Adyou touv Oeov.
2 @Aa and ta onpeia avtd @aiverar n
Avdpormvi touv @volg, 6’ dAda n Osia.
Agob o Xpiotég eivar «SimAovg v
@vov, aAN ov TPoCWMOoIg», NTav ano-
Avtn avdaykn va 8woel gppavii onpddia
Kat Tov dVo PUoEWV, MOTE va MOTED-
couwv o1 avdpwrot.

To rtanewodtepo onpddt g
ovykataBacemg yla v anokdaAvyn tng
arndvétntag ™mg avipormvng @UCEWG
gival onwodnmnote n capKikn neptopn
nov uvnéotn... Exeivog mouv katadéytnke
va capkwdel omv kowia g [Tapds-
vou Mapiag, va yevwndsi wg Bpépog,
va @ino€evndei péoa otn @datvn, va
onapyavwdel pe pdxkn, autdg TOpa
katadéxetar va vrootei
TNV MEPITOPN TNG CAPKAC.
AM®OTE TOV TEPIPEVOLY
Kat dAleg ovykatraBdoelg
Kal AANEC TanEVOoEIC.

Tinote tuxaio
S8ev oupBaivel otov KO-
Opo, TMOAU TMEPICOOTEPO
OTIg MPAEZEIG Kal EVEPYEL-
eg ¢ Oeilag owkovopiag.
O Méyag Baoiieiog, nov
n PVARN Tou Tdrtat Tnv
npwtn lavovapiov, padi
He v gopti g [leptto-
pig tou Kupiou, Aéyey,
6n o Oegb¢ eivar davpa-
ot1é¢ yia MoAAd mpdypa-
1a, adN’ eivar davpaoto-
TEPOG yla TNV olKovopia tng evavdpw-
MNOEMC...

lati Aomndv 8éxdnke va vro-
otel v nepttopn g odpkag o Xpt-
o16g; Ag Sovpe opiopévoug and Toug
Abyoug, onwg ot [Natépeg kat n vpvo-
ypagia g EkkAnoiag napovcialouv.

1. H neprropun nrav Nopog
tov Ocgo0. H oxenkin evionn 869nke
otov ABpadp. O Incoig Xpiotdg eivat
0 vopodémg kat tov nadaiod Noéupov
kat tou véou Népov. O nadaidg Népog
Atav ateAng. ‘Hrav n okid touv véou
Nopouv. Aev ntav duwg oe Kavéva tou
onpeio BAaBepds. Emnopévwg o Xprotdg
8ev ékave (nud e@appdloviag TO
Nopo. ‘Oxt pévo {nuid dev €kave, andd
kat €8ive €va peydio padnua otoug
avdporovg: Na epappdlovv 10 Nopo

Tov Ogol Xwpig MPOCWMKEG EMAOYEG.
Onwg Sev kAvel kaveig emAoyn oTig
aktiveg tou nAov, €rol Sev Kavel em-
Aovég kat oTig evioNég Tou BOeov.

2. Andvrnon oroug lovdaioug
kar toug aipetikovg. H nepiropn tou
Xpiotod aroteel aNMOCTOUWTIKA  and-
vion 1600 otoug lovdaiovg, 6co Kai
OTOUG AIPETIKOVG.

3. Znueio Aiadrikng. H nepi-
topn touv Kupiouv eival n eicayoyn g
Kawvig Awadikng. Tati o Osedg eine
otov ABpadp va nepitépvoviat 6Aa ta
apoevikd naidid tov lopani; £av onpd-
&t g Sadnkng avdueoca oto Ogd Kat
oto Aad tou. 'Edwoe vrooxéoelig o
Oedg otov ABpady, 6t 8a evAoyndei
10 onéppa tov, o1t o1 andyovoi touv da
yivouv cav ta dotpa Touv oupavol Kat

e ————— e AT TP TR 2]
1 §3  TLTT .‘uum‘uu‘uﬁﬂuﬂgggn

ocav ™v dppo g Oandoong. Kai n
eyyonon; Eivai n neprropn. Auvm eivat
n oppayida tng uviodeoiag. Oa eivar n
ovpewvia peradd Oeov kat lopand. TV
avtd eine otov ABpadp:

ITeprtpndnoetar vpiv mav apoevikov...

Kai éotat e1¢ onpeiov Siadrikng avapé-
oov gpov kat vuovs (Fev. 17, 10-11).

4. Ovopaotipra. Katd v
Apepa tng nepiropng ot EBpaiol £8ivav
ot10 aydpt 10 o6vopa tou. ‘Hrav n eni-
onpn ovopatodooia. AMAwote Kal eKei-
VOg TIOUL TP®TOE MAPE €VIOAR amod T1o
Oebd yia nepropn, o ABpady, Tnv
Apepa exkeivn GAAage Svopa. Neyo-
tav  ABpap, kat ovopdodnke ABpadu
(BA. Tev. 17, 4-5).

5. Tonog tng nvevparikng
nepiropng. EEwtepikn npdén n neptro-

pi. ZupBoAile OSpwg pa  €0MOTEPIKNA
npAagn, TV MVEVHATIKA, TNV axelporoin-
N MEPITOUN, TNV MEPITOPN TV nadmv.
[Na 1o xprotiavo woxupn eivar «n nept-
ot kapdiag ev mvevpat, ov ypdupa-
w» (Pop. 2, 29).

6. Tunog rov Banrioparog. H
neptropn 1ov lovdainv eival kat tornog
tov Bamrtiopatog twv Xpotiavov. Me
10 paxaipt €ékoBav eAdxioto pépog Tou
owparog omv nepttopn. Me 1o ayia-
opévo vepd Tng KoAupuBndpag koBetat
OAOKANpo 10 owua tng apaptiag. KoBe-
Tal NMAVE arnod 10 CWHA HE TNV MEPITOPN
KArolo mnePIttd  Koupdtn. KoéBovrar e
™ Bdntion ta dvo mepirtd Bdpn, Tov
Hag @oéptwoe o AdBoNog: n mpornaropi-
KN apaptia Kar ol TPOCMIIKEG  Hag
apaptieg. [lepittd, Ox1 poévo  mepitto,
aMdd kat BAaBepd kar kara-
OTpenTIKO  Kar  oAédplo  kat
Qavatngdépo ompa n aupaptia.
Me m Bdntion kadapildpaocte
and ta Aéma Tng aupaptiac.
Kadapilépaote o1o Aoutpd g
naMyyeveoiag.

Me 1o Banmiopa Sexd-
peda 10 Xprotd Zwtipa Kat
Avtpwti. Metéxovpe g {ong
tou Xpiotou. ['vépaote kovw-
voil tou nddoug, ™¢ TAPHg Kat
¢ avactdoewg. Me 1o Bani-
opa arnoBdaAhovpe Tov madaid
GuBpwrio kat oppayl{éuacte ue
m ogpayida g Swpedg TOU
Xpiotoo.

[Tepitmi, adeAgoi pov,
nmAgov n nepitopn. [lpoSpouikég o
pénog tng. Xd&dnke. Onwg xdverar o
avyeptvog, poAg avatéddel o nAog. O
pdAog g ntav va pag odnynoel otnv
arndn neprropn. Kt n aAndivi nept-
Topn yivetrar pe 1o Bdanmiopa kat m M
eTdvota

Néog xpdvog apxiler pe v
€0pTA NG mnepPItopng. Ag a@nioovpe 1o
paxaipt Tng xdpitog va kdavel to davua.
Na pag Kavel <«mePITETUNPEVOLG» MG
MPOg TNV apapTia, «arnepiTUNToOug» WG
npo¢ v miot, ya v arnoAadcouvpe
™My AQPEON TOV APAPTIOV Kal TOo £ddio
via v aiwvia {on, yia v oydon, tnv
avéorepn Kat nodntni npepa.

(Apxip. Aavind T. Agpakn, «Enpcia
Ocogaveiag». Adnva 1985)
KAAH XPONIA ZE OAOYZ
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O Ayiog Avraviog.

O Ayiog Avicdviog, o kaBnyntig
NG epnpou, eival and Toug Aiyoug nou
é\aBav 1nv npocwvupia péyag. Mpay-
unhple péyag aBintAg  Tou
nveuparikol  otiBou kar BpiapBeutig
OTOUG  QY®VEG evaviiov 1ng
g apapriag, Tou SiaBélou kar Twv
noAupdppwv nabodv. O Biog Tou, nou
ouveypdpn and évav dMov péya, Tov
olyxpové T1ou dyio ABavdoio, Apxieni-
okono Ale€avbpeiag, eivar unepBalpa-
otog kai afiolileutog. H peléin tou
npénel evipipnua  SAwv
ekeivey, ol onoiol noBolv va Bidoouv
10 peyakeio tng kard Xpiotév Cwig

O péyag Avidviog pMe Tnv
doknon  kal NPOCEUXh
épBace omnv kopupA Tng nveupatikAg
(whg kal anéktnoe v aknBivh copia.
"OvopdCer 1ov eauté tou "IGIOTV' Kal
ntav aypduuarog, eixe Spwg Si1ddoka-
Mov v dvwBev ocoiav Tou [Mvedua-
10G. Ané Tnv ocopia auth PWTICHEVOG
KAl EUNVEUCHEVOG co@draTeg

patikd,

nAdvng,

va anotelei

v abidAeintn

£8wke

anokpioeig oe Siapdpoug XpioTiavolg,
nou (nroloav va w@eAnBolv  wuxikd,
onwg qaiverar oe MNoAd pépn TV
"TepoviikdV' BiBAiwov. Exktég and autég

dpnoe kar 1a "ekatdév  eBSopnkovia

kepdhaia", nou nephapBdvovrar oty
"®iAokalia" kar npoo@épouv  peydin
w@éleia oe dooug T1a SiaBalouv'.

O dylog Avidviog pe Toug

OKANpoUG aydveg Tou evaviiov Tov
nveupdrov Tng novnpiag kal Tng unepn-
gaviag, anéktnoe Tnv uyonold Tangive-
on. Ev 1olroig o ©edg tou anekdAuye
o1 undpxel
otnv Ahe€dvbpeia, nou tov éxel ene-
pdoel nveuparikn (oA kal  Tov
anéoteihe  va 818axBh 1o  nveuparikd
épyov ekeivou. Kar énwg onpeidver o
l€Epoviag Xwepdviog Xaxdpw@:
"EpaBev el autol va okénrntar ev8opu-
xwg: "Or ndvieg odlovral, eyd Se
pévog andMupar”. Tov Adyov autd
pnopolv va Ttov avié€ouv pdvov  ekei-
VOl, NMOU €XOUV KATOKTACEI TO AKPOTATOV
Uyog Tng Tanevoppoouvng.

kdnoiog unodnparonoidg

atny

ATTAMOX
OEODPANEIQN

Tig Ayieg nuépeg tv PoTwv Erovue
mv ovvibeio va kalovue tovg lepeic
a0 OTTITIO OGS KO VO, TO. EDAOYODV.

Ooco1 and Toug PrAdOeovg evo-
piteg emBupovy vo Tovg Eml-
oke@ToLV ot lepeig poag kot va
EVAOYNGOVV TO OTITIL TOVC,
KOl TIG €PYOCIEG TOVG, UE TOV
Méya Ayoopuo tov Ocopavei-
OV TOPOKOAD VO CUUTANP®-
GovV TNV Moto Tov VTAPYEL
GTO TOYKAPL.

'I' I I E O T 01992 450 011

M 07787 561717
WEDDINGS & EVENTS

E peter@thecevents.com

W wwarer theoevents.com

319 GOFFS LANE, CUFFLEY, HERTS, EN7 5QH

MaRIO GEORGIADES AND STEVE CONSTANTINOY
Salisbury House, 81 High Street
Potters Bar, Herts, EN6 5AS
Tel: 01707 291200 Email: infolbond-financial com

MORTGAGES, PENSIONS, INVESTMENTS AND INSURANCE.

EEEEEEEEREEEEEEEEEEREEEC

EA Associates

CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS

&
REGISTERED AUDITORS

869 HIGH ROAD LONDON N12 8QA
TEL: 020 8445 5500 FAX: 020 8445 5656
Website: www.eaassociates.co.uk
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BANTIZEIZ

Tov piva AcképPpio €yivav oTnv

EkkAncia pag o1 Banticelg:

1.Tng loaBéAag-Zoiag kOpng Tou Zw-
kpdtn kal Tng Alkatepivng Mavayiod-
Tou, pe avadoyoug Tov KwvoTavTivo
AvTwviou kal Thv Avdpidvva AvTwviou.

2.Tng Zogiag-Grace ko6png Tou MauAou
kal Tng Sarah-Helen Kavdpn, pe ava-
6oxoug Tnv lwdvva Kavdpn kai Tov
Mdpio Zappa.

3.Tou lwavvn-AnunTpiou yiou Tou Al-
fonso kal Tng lewpyiag Morreale, pe
avadoxo Tov louhio Mewpyiou.

4.Tou AavinA-AAé&avbpou yiou Tou
Denis-Jeremiah kar tng XTEANNAG-
Caroline O’Gorman, pe avadoyoug
Tov Kevb€a ZupeoU kal Tnv  Sheena
Yupeod.

5.Tou Bwua-Tedpylou-ANéEavdpou yiou
Tou ANé€avbpou  kal Tng Aoukiag Ma-
xAouCapidbn, pe avadoxoug Tov XTE-
pavo MaxAouCapidn kar Tnv  PodouAa
XpiaTodoUAou.

6.Tou ldowva-TavayidTn yiou Tou Jean-
Anton «kalr Tng Anpntpag Van Der
Venter, pe avadoxo Tov KwvoTtavTivo
ManavikoAdou.

EuxépacTe va cag {oouv
ol NeogpwTioTol!

FAMOI: Tov priva Aeképppio Eyivav
otnv EkkAncia pag o1 Fdpor:

1. Tou Nik6Aaou KupiaCidn petd Tng Zw-
TAPAg Mepoaiou.

2. Tou David Masters petd tng XAong-
Mapiag Kupidkou.

Euxépacte va {oouv
o1 Nedvupgor!

KHAEIEZ: Tov uriva AekéuBpio epdh-

Ael n e£6610g AkohouBia Tou aeipvnoTou
ANeEavBpou AnunTpiddn.

Aiwovia Tou n pvipn!

Inidligent Fahuick Tedwmologies
plc

The Mdn Ground, Haiflled
Park

Haifidd, Herifoxdshixe, ALY
SNB

Td: +44 (0) 1707 228 €8¢

Children’s
Day Nursery

3 months to 5 years

Telephone: (01727) 827533
Nightingale Cottage, Barnet Road, London Colney Al2 1BG

www.littlenightingales.com
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Ovrthodox Christian Teaching on the €End Times (Part 5)

In this issue we shall look into the correct interpretation
of the scripture passages used by those who believe in the Rapture.
In Matthew 24:40-42, our Lord Jesus Christ speaks of two men in
the field where one will be taken and the other left, and two women
grinding at the mill where one will be taken and the other left. Then
He gives a warning that we do not know what hour our Lord is
coming. It is pointed out by rapture believers that there will be a
“catching away” before the Second Coming and that Jesus taught a
pre-tribulational rapture. If we look closely at the whole passage
including Matthew 24:29-31we see that this rapture occurs at the
Second Coming where Jesus describes it in apocalyptic imagery
with the sun and the moon darkened, the stars falling, and angels
gathering the Elect from the four corners of the earth at the sound
of a trumpet. In verse 36, Jesus tells the parable of the fig tree and
states that no one knows the day or hour when the Son of Man will
come. Immediately after this in verse 37-39, Jesus explains that His
Second Coming and judgment will be as unexpected as the judg-
ment in Noah’s day. Therefore, the whole passage depicts the
gathering of the Elect when Christ returns after the Tribulation and
so it is not describing a pre-tribulational rapture.

In John 14:2-3 Jesus says, “In My Father’s house are
many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where 1
am, there you may be also.” These verses speak of Jesus promis-
ing to return and take His followers to heaven where they will ex-
perience the fullness of the heavenly blessings but dispensational-
ists like John Walvoord and Dave Hunt see these verses speaking
of a pre-tribulational rapture which is different from the Second
Coming. They see the Second Coming as the inauguration of
Christ’s earthly kingdom, where Jesus will come back and judge
and reign over the earth. They even go so far as to lament that the
Church has never properly understood the rapture including the
Twelve Holy Apostles!

In 1 Corinthians 15:50-53 St Paul says, “Now this I say,
brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. Behold, I tell
you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed— in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this cor-
ruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on
immortality.” This passage explains that the bodies we now have
cannot enter heaven but will be changed instantly at the Second
Coming to be able to enter heaven. Also, at the same time the dead
will rise with the living that will be transformed. This resurrection
occurs at Christ’s return in glory, as indicated earlier in / Corin-
thians 15:23-24, “But each one [is resurrected] in his own order:
Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His
coming. Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to
God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all author-
ity and power.” Another reason to understand that St Paul is
speaking about Christ’s Second Coming and not a pre-tribulational
rapture is verse 52 where the resurrection and the “change” of the
living happens at “THE LAST TRUMPET” and not the one be-
fore the last one! We need to also note that in the whole chapter 15,
St Paul does not refer to Jesus coming in secret with only His saints

seeing Him; nor does it refer to Jesus coming with the resurrection
and transformation of the living before the Great Tribulation; nor
that Jesus will go back to heaven for another seven years after the
resurrection and transformation of the living saints; nor that Jesus
will reign for a thousand years on earth before “He delivers the
kingdom to the Father.”

In 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 St Paul says, “For the Lord
Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in
Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.” This pas-
sage is the most commonly used passage used to support the belief
in the pre-tribulational rapture. The same Orthodox Christian inter-
pretation is applied to this passage as with the previously men-
tioned passages where at the Second Coming we who are alive at
the time will be caught up to meet Christ in the air while the Lord
descends from heaven, because an archangel is blowing “the trum-
pet of God” and the Lord descends “from heaven with a
shout” (see John 5:25, 28). St Paul has the same imagery in mind
used in Joel 2:1 and Matthew 24:31, where the Second Coming is
connected with angels and trumpets. This is confirmed in / Thessa-
lonians 5:2, where St Paul is talking about “the Day of the Lord”
when Christ returns in judgment (see 2 Peter 3:10). One of the
Greek words used for Christ’s “coming” is “parousia” used in /
Thessalonians 4:15 and throughout the New Testament for the
Second Coming. The pre-tribulationists are baffled as to why there
is a need to be raptured to meet Christ in the air and then to turn
around and come back and what is the point of the rapture in this
case. The Orthodox Christian understanding is that it is appropriate
that the meeting of the Lord occurs in the air since this is described
by St Paul as the abode of Satan (see Ephesians 2:2) and so Christ
gathers His Church in the air establishing His supremacy over the
satanic realm. The Apostolic Constitutions 7:32 written in Syria in
the fourth century explains that the “catching up” of I Thessaloni-
ans 4:16-17 takes place at the Second Coming. First, evil grows
rampant in the world (Matthew 24:12; 2 Timothy 3:1-9), while
apostasy (Mark 13:9-13; 2 Thessalonians 2:3), persecution and
“wolves” ravage the Church (Matthew 7:15; Acts 20:29). Next, the
Antichrist appears to deceive the world (2 Thessalonians 2:3-12);
then there appears in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, ie. The
Cross (Matthew 24:30). Then the Lord “descends from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trum-
pet of God” (I Thessalonians 4:16) where Satan is destroyed with
his demons and the wicked will go away into everlasting punish-
ment and the righteous into life eternal on Judgment Day (Matthew
25:46). In 2 Thessalonians 2:2-3, St Paul speaks to the Greek Thes-
salonian Christians to not be troubled in mind by a false teaching
that Christ’s Second Coming had already taken place. This shows
that belief in the pre-tribulational rapture will be part of the final
apostasy from the Christian Faith and then “the man of sin” and
“son of perdition” (The Antichrist) will be revealed who will
oppose God and exalt himself as a deity demanding worship from
everyone especially Christians.

Next month we shall look further into the correct interpre-
tation of the scripture passages used by those who believe in the
Rapture. (To Be Continued...)
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